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COMMUNITY LANGUAGES PROGRAM GRANTS 
Statement by Minister for Citizenship and Multicultural Interests 

DR A.D. BUTI (Armadale — Minister for Citizenship and Multicultural Interests) [9.16 am]: I am pleased 
to inform the house that the 2022 community languages program grants have been announced. In this round, 
59 community language schools are being funded, which will see more than 7 271 students learning languages across 
the metropolitan region—an increase of more than 1 000 students in the past year. Between them, the schools teach 
no fewer than 37 languages, including Mandarin, Kiswahili, Greek, Hindi, Vietnamese, Hungarian, Korean and Dari. 
Fifty-one schools have been awarded grants to support students from kindergarten to year 12, as well as those enrolled 
in Western Australian Certificate of Education language courses. Per capita funding is awarded annually to eligible 
schools that have been operating for more than 12 months. Additionally, eight associations have this year received 
grants of $3 000 per school to support the administrative costs of setting up new community language schools. 
The McGowan government is committed to enhancing language and cultural learning in the community languages 
sector. Giving students the opportunity to speak more than one language is a great gift, enhancing social and family 
bonds. Community language schools give children the ability to fully connect to their cultures, embrace their heritage 
and communicate effectively with their grandparents and relatives. 
The funding is awarded through the Office of Multicultural Interests, which supports not-for-profit community 
language schools to teach languages and support cultural maintenance after school hours. The community languages 
program also supports the Italian language in-school insertion program run by the Italo–Australian Welfare and 
Cultural Centre. The Italian language program enables the teaching of Italian language and culture in primary schools 
across Western Australia, including six regional schools. The McGowan Labor government is proud to have reversed 
the mean and unjustified decision by the Barnett Liberal government to defund this valuable program. Overall, the 
community languages program reaches more than 17 000 students each year. Learning a second language helps 
build intercultural understanding and cultural competency—important qualities in our vibrant multicultural society 
and interconnected world. I am sure members of the house will join me in congratulating our community language 
schools, all of which are not-for-profit organisations run by volunteers, on their commitment to maintaining language 
diversity and connection to culture in Western Australia. 
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